
Splash Zone 
 The splash zone is dry most of the time.  

It is wet only during storms and the highest tides.

High Tide Zone 
 The high tide zone is exposed to 

air except during high tides.

Mid Tide Zone 
The mid tide zone is 
covered and 
uncovered by water 
twice each day.

Subtidal Zone 
The subtidal zone is 

covered by water all the time.

Common Murre

Black Oystercatcher

Hairy Hermit Crab

Giant Acorn Barnacle

Harbor Seal

Sharp-nosed 
Crab

Species Common 
to Tidal Areas

Flat Porcelain Crab

Bull Kelp

Pickleweed

California Mussel

Ochre Star

Encrusting 
Coraline AlgaeCanary Rockfish

Sea Palm

Giant Pacific Octopus

California Sea 
Cucumber

Giant Green Anemone

Red Sea Urchin

Purple Sea Urchin

Monkeyface 
Prickleback

Sunflower Star

Leather Star

Learn more about tidal areas on the Oceanscape Network
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